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1 - Mr. De Loach 
1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 - Mr. Malley 
1 - Mr. McGowan 
1 - Mr. Long 



1 - Mr. Mohr 
1 - Mr. Bishop cU . 
1 - Mr. Conrad 
1 - Mr. Gale 
1 . Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. Trotter 



I called the Attorney General (AG) at approximately 5:50 p. m. , 

June 8, 1968. and advised him that in connection with the conversation in # 
his office with me, the Director had instructed me to send two men to London, 
instead of one for the purpose of escorting the subject back to the United Stated 
I The AG was told that this would make a total of four FBI representatives 
I escorting the subject back to this country. 




' The AG was additionally told that the Director had instructed tl 
the two men in question proceed to London as expeditiously as possible s 
that they would be on the scene in the event extradition or deportation pr< 
ceedings occurred faster than anticipated. He was told that towards this 
end, I had called Joe Califano at the White House, who usually handled 
military transportation in expedite matters of this nature, to tell him that 
if he knew of a military plane proceeding to London, it would be appreciated 
if the FBI representatives could hRc^^r^Je on^tMs plane^ ^LjLf ^ 

The AG snappishly inquired as to the reasons why this haJ not 
been cleared with him personally. I told him I had specifically mentioned 
in his office the fact that three men would be suitable for escorting subject 
Ray back to the United States and that he had disagreed stating that he felt 
additional men should be assigned to this project. He stated he did not recall 
thift exchange of conversation. I told him I recalled it very welL He stated 
there was no need to get into a "spitting contest" over this particular issue 
and that he wanted me to definitely realize that he did not recall such matters 
being disciiksed. ;I tblVS hlitfT would not back down on the matter and that the 
discussion had taken place. He then turned to another topic. 

*Y — ^ 

» We^AG itatecl that he wanted me to know that he unhappy 
about the manner fn which this case had been hanffitedi ^ 4m mediately asked 
him for specifics. He stated that obviously the F BI ha d poss essed a great 
deal of Information and had not cut him in on it. He stated that as 
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MEMORANDUM TO MR. T0I50N •- ' _ . - 

RE: MURKIN . ._ 

fcssff.^ssM&l^SSaSsi: 

witMn Sidelines of appropriate legal proceedings^ The AG replied! that 
|Had teen told dllferenUy. Be elated that he had 1 teen > •«"* 
had not given any information whatsoever to the DAG. I stated that as 
5SSted in my Conversation with him, the facts pre^ly mentioned^ 
e a—,. 'The AG reDlied by stating this was one of the bigg 
the Department of Justice will ever have. Hethcn askedme point blank, 
^otoTheU do you think you’re working for?- He quickly added IU 
ten you who you’re working for, you’re working for the Department of 
Justice.” He next added that he wanted to Insist that in the future that 
any Information whatsoever received in this case, any investiga 
whatsoever, and any communications be brought to his personal . , 

3S2Sfd&“» stated that obviously he had been kept in the dark thusfar 

and that he did not intend to put up with this in the future. 



1 



I told the AG if he insisted upon making such falsification toM 
there was no need to continue the conversation. I then hung up the pho 
on him. 

The AG’s secretary called me back approximately three minutes 
later and stated that he wanted to speak to me again. ^\^ e h ° n d ^ manded 
phone and told me that our conversation had not 

to know whv I had hung up the phone on him. I told him that app^enuy uier 

5" 2*i . H K e ^v^U- 

Solfse or to! mUU^y personnel. I told the AG that if he waited . Vlnsoc to *> 
on a military flight, this was entirely his prerogative to make h J® °!™_ th 
meCts. The AG then told me he would discuss this case at greater length later 

on. 
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MEMORANDUM TO MR. TOISON . _ 

RE: MUR KIN ' . 

Within five minutes the AG’s secretary called again and 

wi . . . . rieht away. I Mr. Rosen with me_a a A 3t U flg££' 

I come around to his office ngni away. p-n-.Tr ' prmverg atl on wafl 

Agents would be available in London for the purpose erfe^wtait 
There was a stand -off and when he recognized that I had not cnangea my 

and that this matter had been thoroughly discussed at FBI Headquarters earn 

I made no further reference to this conversation and h f 
to what he said were the three most important consideratlons ln thle matter, 
m Security' (2) insuring that all proper legal procedures acceptable to the 

^ G^Erltaln would b. followed; (3) that proper interviews 

would take place. 

In this connection, there was a dtocussion concerning 
he referred to the availability of Legal Attache Minnich. He insi Lsted that 
Minnich meet Vinson at the plane Sunday morning, June 9, 1968 I told httn 
that Minnich would not be available to meet Vinson Inasmuch as Minrdch c* 
one of our people would probably spend all night at the JalL . d 

this was a true statement. I told him it was a true statement or I would not 

have made it. 

He then referred to the legal proceedings that would take place. 

He said that Vinson would be in complete charge of this matter, thtthe wo 
make the arrangements and insure that proper procedures be fc.nowed. He 
said that Minnich would report to Vinson concerning any e£rt£ton 

the question of deportation was viewedjavorably by him. He said if depor 
was pursued, it could be criticized from a legal standpoint insofax as he 
concerned. He said transporttng the subject by any plane, military or owned 
by the United States Government, Is not a free deportation from any cou^tty* 

He said that his attorneys would be reviewing this “^ e ^^„7d Jhat the legal 
position to make appropriate recommendations to him. He said ^ 

procedures which would be followed were obviously paramount andwo^dhave 

to receive first consideration over any expedient lnv f 8t J^; tlv ® J? T r £^not btfecte 
told the AG at this point that we wanted him to know that the FBI had InJ 
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MEMORANDUM TO MR. T0I50N . _ 

RE: MUR KIN _ 

itself into any such so-called legal procedures and that our actions up to this 
date had been strictly of an investigative nature. I also advised him that I had 
informed him of the attitude of the British Government with reference to their 
attitude toward deportation and that this had not been an opinion of FBI repre- 

i sentatives in London. I stated that when I mentioned that there was a 60/40 
chance that he would be deported, that this was the attitude of the British 
authorities rather than our representatives# * 

The AG was advised that we had set In motion the obta in i ng of the 
copy of the indictment which had been requested which indictment was returned 
by the Tennessee authorities naming this subject as the person responsible for 
the killing of King, that this would be made available Immediately upon its 
receipt and that a properly certified copy was being obtained. 

DAG Christopher asked me if the subject was being detained on a 
’’holding action” or as a result of a violation of British law. He was told that 
the subject was being detained on the basis of entering the country with illegal 
documents and because he had a loaded gun on his person. 

| The AG then turned to AAG Poliak. He stated he wanted him to 

Idivorce himself from other work for the next several days and that he should 
[supervise this case completely. The AG then turned to me and stated that he 
[wanted Poliak to be kept advised of any communication, air tel, or cablegram 
ithat might come In in connection with this case. I told the AG that any facts 
Which were pertinent would be furnished to the Department. The AG then 
indicated that the meeting was over. 

I I called Legal Attache Minnlch upon my return to the office and 
informed him that he should proceed as planned; however, under no circum- 
stances should he gdve the impression to Vinson or the Embassy that the FBI 
was injecting itself into extradition or deportation proceedings. Minnich 
properly replied that he had not thusfar injected himself and that as a mat ter 
of fact, following my full to him concerning Vinson coming over there, he had 
immediately informed Embassy officials that all proceedings pertaining to 
extradition or deportation would be strictly handled between Vinson, the 
American Embassy and the British Government. I told Minnich that he should 
be diplomatic but firm with Vinson and that under no circumstances should 
] Vinson be allowed to push our personnel around. I also informed him that the 
I AG had been told that he, Minnich, would be unable to meet Vinson inasmuch as 
the would be spending almost full time at Scotland Yard and at the jaiL 
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MEMORANDUM TO MR. TOLSON / ; . . . ’ 

RE: MUR KIN ...... . 

Mlnnlch was advised that Special Agents Bounds and Zeiss would 
arrive In London by military transportation at approximately 1:30 p. m. , ^ 

London Ume^S^nSy, Ju^9, 1968. I stated that the Director had wanted 
these men to report to London on an expeditious basis to the jjent the 
British Government allowed proceedings to happen rapidly. Mtonich was 
told that these men would report to him upon their arrival. 

Specific Instructions have been given to Special Agents BoUD< ^.,. 
and Zeiss as to how they are to handle themselves. They have been particularly 
advised concerning Vinson and his background. 



ACTION: For record purposes. 
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Attorney 

SSS TO ^ As&t A^“ce»errf| Ms 

So\ Lindenbaum and the Deputy Attorney General, Warren Christopher. 

p£. iv, cfiv JrC I ri #r N* . ley J 

Thp Attnmev GeneraLfirst’con^c‘a£lated the FBI and statedtnai -r 

this was the greatest new s he had ever heard. He next went into » long 
song and dance on the absolute necessity of security 2 nd of 

evasion of civil rights of the subject, James Earl Ray. The Attorney ^ 
General asked me questions concerning the quality of our Agent personnel 
in London and I told him we had absolute faith and confidence in these men, 
otherrtdse we would not have assigned them there. He stated he bought we 
should Bend additional men to London to assist in c ^*‘ 

I thought this was both foolish and unnecessary. He ^ ^shed me about ^ . 

Lei£al Attache Mlnnich's background and I pA«»*«e« uuwuia«w«* 
hS He asked me if the FBI had a representative in the same cell block 
with the subject. I told him we did not and that furthermore, inasmuch as 

British custody, we could not even Wk to the .prisoner 
unless he, the prisoner, agreed to interrogation. The Attorn eyGeneai 
asked if we had a man next to the cell block. I told him we did not and that 
be must realize that this man was under British custody and, therefore, 

• not the responsibility of American authorities. The Attorney Geimral 
stated he would feel better if he knew the exact provisions under which 
security the prisoner was being maintained. I made no comment. 

the Attorney General asked me if I thought it was necessary to 
send a Departmental representative to London. I told him I thought this 
» was completely unnecessary If the representative would be going for the 
pu%ose ofaXmpUng to Sok into FBI activities. The AttorneyGeneral 
1 stated this representative would b£ going for the purpose of expediting 
legal activities in connection with the extradition of ^ h 

that the Departmental representative would also check the Bntish 
authorities to make certain there was ample security. Furthermore, to 
make certain that the prisoner’s civil rights were being protected. 

The Attorney General asked me whom- 1 thought should be responsible 
for bringing the prisoner back to the United States. I told him I preWousty 
discuBsedthis with the Director and that the Director was agreeable to the 

• • FBI escorting the prisoner back to the United States. He asked ho nr ^ 

men would do this. I told him we would utilize three very capable men. -- 
staged he ttought we needed more. I told him I disagreed and that three men 

iNFC'itiATrnN enr 
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would be sufficient, P ar 4 g 1 . 1 ^ 1 / jf i^tght rnlms^ transportation or 
The Attorney General asked me if I S that military . 

commercial that the plane 

should land at a militapr base The K General agreed. . 
that maximum security couMbe ^ Tennessee and specifically . 

He then called GovemrB ^ ^SSSS by immediately making a 
asked him to expedite extradiU P S o that the White House in 

request to the President of the United Secretary . The 

turn could forward this r * q £V E uington that he would personally 

'&££££ Comply i£> the wishes of the Federal Government 
in this matter. 

The Attorney Genera! 

and asked him If he thought a p . replied "Without question." 

to England. The Dep “^ t ^ e e d y t J e ent ire group whom they thought should 
The Attorney General next asked tne en i k f either be Vinson 

be sent. He ventured the person P The Attorney General then stated 
or Pollack. There was no con^erf. ™ June 8, 1968. He asked 
that Vinson should [go Iwl Attache. I told the 

that Vinson be placed in touch wi 1 "L own business, however, I 

Attorney General that sending V Vinson did nothing to upset the 

would like to make absolutely 1 **** 

very excellent relationship attempt to push Scotland Yard 

that Vinson under no circumst^s s^W attemp Attorney General 

around by insisting on nrfmarily for the purpose of expediting 

rrZSXFnfiim oSSSlSSSS Unde’hbTum to have 
s«er£ Bureau'of Prisons officials goto > Memphis 
• • Z» 10. 1968, for the purpose of was turned 

so that proper secu^ could “ e of the Attorney 

over to the state authorities, l> $ ^ pr is turned over to the 

General's business Inasmuch as once the prisoner Is turneu 

state he Is strictly the state’s responsibility.) 

Upon leaving, the Attorney General ^^^“^ictely go over 

assr 1 ns d 

10 commend 0,6 m 

once again and to say that hard work paid off. 
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ACTION : • V _ ‘ 

In the event extradition proceedings are successful and the FBI 
Is called upon to bring the subject back to the United States, U is ® ^ 

that Legal Attache Minnich, Special Agent Supervisor Wilbur L. Martindale 
j SDecial Agent Supervisor Kenneth L. Bounds be assigned this responsibility 
Sli ^xlmTtely 6 feet 4 Inches tall, is in -ceUent physical stope, 
is a former firearms instructor and is currently assigned to the General 
Investigative Division here at FBI Headquarters. He has an excellent 
background. In the event the Director approves this recommendatioi^ we 
will have Bounds obtain a passport and the necessary medical shots 
that he can proceed to London, England, upon instructions. ^ * 



I am advising Legal Attache Minnich this afternoonflune 8,_1968, 

... M. • * A AAA ^ 



that whUe he*Btoul<Tconfer with Assistant. Attorney Gener^^inso/ KgJ^ 
should not be •’bossed around” bfvtoson or allow Vinson to upset any 
delicate relations that we have with law enforcement authorities in En^am. 
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